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ENERGY INTRODUCTION  

One of the foundations of planning for a sustainable 

future is to work towards alternative forms of energy 

that reduce dependency on fossil fuels, to increase 

efficiency in utilization of renewable sources of ener-

gy, and to promote energy conservation. Sequimôs 

obligations to the future include enabling energy-

efficient private development, exercising public lead-

ership in energy efficiency, and planning the trans-

portation network around energy-efficient mobility.  

Based on its location within the rain shadow of the 

Olympic Mountains, Sequim has an advantage over 

most Western Washington communities because it 

can use solar energy for heating spaces.  Sequim av-

erages 250 precipitation free days a year, but many of 

those days are likely to be overcast. Steady techno-

logical improvements in active solar efficiency now 

allow energy generation on cloudy days, too, helping 

to reduce the time to amortize the investment.  

¢ƘŜ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ Lƴƴ 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ {ŜǉǳƛƳ ǳǎŜǎ ǎƻƭŀǊ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǘƻ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƛǘǎ    

ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǊƻƻƳǎΦ 

{ŜǉǳƛƳ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ 

ǳǎŜ ǎƻƭŀǊ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŦƻǊ ƘŜŀǝƴƎ ǎǇŀŎŜǎΦ 

To those wishing to reduce their energy costs through 

on-site solar energy production, the public interest 

involves a balance between allowing active solar 

(roof or ground-mounted panels) as well as passive 

designs in property development and the potential 

impact to neighboring properties and community aes-

thetics. If solar access is declared a ñrightò in city 

codes, adjacent properties may argue that their ñright 

to grow tall treesò or to add the extra building height 

allowed in the zone district is infringed upon by the 

neighborôs desire to reduce energy costs. Sequimôs 

initial foray into making specific provision for solar 

rather than just encouraging it in codes is presented 

more as an opportunity for homeowners rather than a 

restriction on surrounding properties. 

Alternative energy includes more sources than the 

sun. Among these are biomass-fueled generation, geo-

thermal and other heat extraction technologies, and 

wind and ocean turbine generators. These are all be-

yond the capacity of a city of Sequimôs size and loca-

tion, but they may be relevant regionally as areas for 

research and development or pilot projects. One ex-

ample is the potential to extract heat from the Cityôs 

reclaimed water system. 

The City exercises leadership in energy conservation 

in the energy performance of new city facilities ï the 

Civic Center achieved Leadership in Energy and 

Environmental Design (LEED) certification ï and in 

managing ongoing energy costs. The conversion of 

city street lights to LED bulbs and the acquisition of 

hybrid staff vehicles are other examples of City 

conservation practices.  On a larger scale, the City 

pursues energy efficiency in its growth framework by 

establishing a land use pattern and transportation 

network that provide capacity for substantial 

residential development within the UGA and reduce 

travel distance and costs, including energy.   

The desire to have cost predictability and lower costs 

in transportation is a constant in society. However, 

the finite nature and disparate distribution of fossil 

fuels makes their pricing inherently volatile. 

Population centers of all sizes are also places where 

vehicles powered by energy other than fossil fuel ï 

electricity, hydrogen, and natural gas ï have an 

increasing presence. In Sequim, the high percentage 

of seniors (mostly, still active ones) and the 

convenience inherent in the communityôs size offer 

good reason to design the mobility network for 

energy-efficient vehicles.  
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ENERGY VISION  

The Sequim 120 Vision Statement directions most related to ENERGY include the following:  

¶ growth will occur mostly within the current urban growth area rather than continuing to push outward;  

¶ a more compact pattern of growth will create a future that is affordable in all ways ï physically, environ-

mentally, socially, and economically; and 

¶ Sequimôs role as a major steward and purveyor of finite natural resources in the Valley will be reflected in 

a pattern of growth that promotes efficiency in resource utilization and sustainable resource management.. 

CHEAPER ENERGY 

99 Dh![ фΦм ![¢9wb!¢L±9 9b9wD¸Υ  wŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΣ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎ ōȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎ ǳǝƭƛȊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǝǾŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻŦ ŜƴŜǊƎȅΦ   

th[L/L9{ 

 
99 фмΦм !/¢L±9 {h[!w D9b9w!¢Lhb 

Accommodate active solar installations on roofs and 

ground-mounted on site when there is no direct 

impact to surrounding properties.  

Discussion:  Sequimôs ñBlue Holeò ï the absence of 

clouds in the rain-shadow of the Olympics ï produc-

es more economic feasibility for solar panels than 

other locals in the greater Puget Sound region. As 

panel technology continues to evolve, installations 

are likely to become more common. Roof-mounted 

panels that conform to the roof have less impact on 

the design and appearance of structures, making 

these more ñfriendlyò to the eyes of neighbors. 

Ground-mounted panels provide another option to 

add solar generation and do not detract from neigh-

borhood visual quality if kept to rear yards and no 

higher than an 8-foot fence.  

 

99 фΦмΦн {¦.5L±L{Lhb {h[hw D9b9w!¢Lhb 

Encourage new subdivisions to accommodate use of 

passive and active solar energy systems with special 

attention given to street, lot and building orientation.  

Discussion: Passive 

and active solar use 

in homes significant-

ly lowers a house-

holds power use.  To 

gain the most benefit 

from solar access, 

the house is oriented on the lot to provide the maxi-

mum exposure of the south face of the home to solar 

radiation. In the subdivision process, street and lot 

configuration are planned to provide this orientation.  

An east / west layout of streets ï the most traditional 

form of grid platting in the northern hemisphere ï 

provides the greatest opportunity to maximize solar 

access to homes.  For the most effective passive sys-

tem, landscaping on the south side of the home is 

designed to avoid shading the solar features of the 

structure.   
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99 фΦмΦо {h[hw 9b9wD¸ς!//9{{ twh¢9/¢Lhb 

Include the impact on solar access for all properties 

when considering revisions to building height and 

bulk regulations for all zone classifications. 

Discussion: The Land Use Chapter reorganizes and 

simplifies the land use districts to meet changing 

market demand and direct density and use intensity to 

districts where they serve broader community purpos-

es. This re-design of the cityôs land use settings cre-

ates inherent ability to make gentle gradations in both 

height and building bulk. This is a particularly sensi-

tive consideration where the Downtown District is 

adjacent to Low Density Residential (LDR) uses to 

the N, E, and W and at edges of the Lifestyle District 

that are against LDR uses to the N, E, and W. These 

more intense districts allow structures from 35-45ô 

high that could impact solar access to surrounding 

residences, but each of these districts provides for 

height gradations to protect the solar interests of adja-

cent LDR properties. 

 

99 фΦмΦп b9LDI.hwIhh5 9[9/¢wL/ ±9IL/[9{ 

όb9±{ύ 

Promote alternative transportation methods where 

layout the of the development is conducive to alterna-

tive transportation modes such as Neighborhood 

Electric Vehicles (NEVôS). 

Discussion:  In Washington State ñNeighborhood 

Electric Vehiclesò (NEVs) are allowed on public 

streets with a maximum speed limit of 35 MPH, pro-

vided that local regulations do not mandate a stricter 

standard (RCW 46.61.725). With a large senior popu-

lation in Sequim, a NEV provides a good alternative 

transportation source.  These vehicles have a maxi-

mum speed of between 25 to 45 miles per hour and 

can be easily recharged on a standard home current.  

Such vehicles have a range of approximately 40 

miles.  

Creating an updated street / pathway plan for the  

Living District provides an opportunity to consider 

the operational characteristics of NEVs in the context 

of daily mobility needs of residents. Among the po-

tential design considerations are: 1) a reduced speed 

limit within the district to lessen the chance and se-

verity of accidents, 2) local streets that are designated 

for the exclusive use of NEVs and bicyclists, de-

signed for the smaller scale of NEVs and bikes, and 

3) mandatory fast-charge stations at major centers of 

care services and neighborhood shopping.  
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SAVING ENERGY BY DESIGN  

99 Dh![ фΦн 9b9wD¸ /hb{9w±!¢Lhb !b5 9CCL/L9b/¸Υ wŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ 
ƴƻƴ-ǊŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜŘ ōȅ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎƛƴƎ /ƛǘȅ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǳǝƭƛȊŀǝƻƴΦ   

th[L/L9{ 

 

99 фΦнΦм {a!w¢ 59±9[hta9b¢ 59{LDb 

Encourage energy-smart site design in new residen-

tial subdivisions, commercial complexes, and other 

major developments. 

Discussion: The cityôs main ability to influence pro-

ject design to reduce energy use is by establishing an 

urban pattern that is energy-efficient and by instilling 

development standards that lower energy consump-

tion. Prime among these actions is just planning the 

community to reduce the number and distance of car 

trips. This is achieved through traditional neighbor-

hood design (TND) with the planned density range of 

three to six units per acre set within a street grid. 

While this low-density residential form is not 

ñcompactò relative to modern urban planning practic-

es, it is greatly more efficient than the subdivisions 

that became the exclusive form of residential devel-

opment after 1980 ï with TND, more people live 

close to goods and services needed daily, and the 

connected grid produces more direct trips. As the city 

matures, the Plan provides an opportunity to meet 

some retail and service needs within neighbor centers 

(see Policy LU 3.5.1), further decreasing the length 

of vehicle trips and the number of trips for those 

within walking / cycling distance.  

Connecting to places more directly is also relevant to 

the design of commercial developments. If connec-

tivity to adjacent development is not designed into 

each project, a shopping trip may entail circuitous 

travel between businesses, requiring exit to an arterial 

to access an adjacent property. Development that has 

depth to accommodate cross-circulation alleviates 

this extra distance when the connection is inherent to 

site design. 

DƻƻŘ ǳǊōŀƴ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜǎ ŀ ǇŀǧŜǊƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ-ŜŶŎƛŜƴǘ ōȅ 

ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŎŀǊ ǘǊƛǇǎ ōȅ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ 

ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ 

 

99 фΦнΦн 9b9wD¸ /hb{9w±!¢Lhbτb9² 

59±9[hta9b¢ 

Encourage energy conservation measures in 

development projects to achieve energy efficient 

development through a combination of site planning, 

landscaping, building design, and construction 

practices. 

Discussion: The cityôs development review process 

is diligent in insuring that all new development 

meets current state and federal energy codes. Energy 

codes that are administered at the local level are 

periodically updated to meet revised standards. 
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99 фΦнΦо /L¢¸ [9!59w{ILt Lb 9b9wD¸ 

9CCL/L9b/¸ 

Provide civic leadership in reducing long-term 

energy costs by making cost-effective decisions on 

investments and operations of City facilities. 

Discussion: City leadership in reducing energy 

consumption sets an example of the benefits to all 

when practices and technologies demonstrate life-

span cost-effectiveness. City initiatives to reduce 

energy costs include conversion of street lights to low

-energy LED fixtures, building a new Civic Center to 

LEED Silver standards, and replacing city fleet cars 

with very fuel-efficient vehicles. 

ENVIRONMENT INTRODUCTION  

 

Protecting natural environmental systems and critical 

areas within the City of Sequim and its Urban Growth 

Area is an essential component of maintaining a high 

quality of life for the community. How the City and 

its residents tend to that environment has a great deal 

to do with the quality of life for all of us who live 

now and in the future in this greater community of 

the Sequim-Dungeness Valley. 

A City that requires development practices to pre-

serve and protect its natural and water resources, lo-

cal ecosystems and native habitats will enhance the 

health and well-being of that community. Carefully-

crafted environmental and land use regulations can 

actually enhance development opportunities while 

protecting the small-town, rural character of the City. 

These goals are not mutually exclusive or even in-

compatible with the development interests of land-

owners and business owners. 

The preservation of wetlands, streams, native vegeta-

tion, and vegetative buffers can be marketed as 

amenities for new development.  Protection of these 

critical areas as well as critical aquifer recharge areas 

provides the following benefits: 

Å Reduce costs to the community when stormwater 

management systems incorporate low impact devel-

opment (LID) techniques and project designs are sen-

sitive to the natural landscape. 

Å Reduce future utilities costs by protecting ground-

water supplies and ensuring clean and plentiful water 

for the future. 

Å Provide greenbelts and interconnected open space, 

preserving habitat and maintain a natural diversity in 

the Sequim area through the provision of streamside 

and wetland buffers, and ensuring the protection of 

unstable slopes and ravines. 

/!t¢Lhb 

±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ Ƨƻƛƴ ǎǘŀũ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀƴ ƻǳǘ .Ŝƭƭ /ǊŜŜƪ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ  ǘƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ 5ŀȅ ƻŦ 

{ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜΦ 
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ENVIRONMENT VISION  

The Sequim 120 Vision Statement directions most related to ENVIRONMENT include the following:  

¶ rural lands will be preserved for the agro-tourism, food production, visual qualities, environmental values, 

and open space they afford city residents 

¶ a more compact pattern of growth will create a future that is affordable in all ways ï physically, environ-

mentally, socially and economically 

¶ Sequimôs role as a major steward and purveyor of finite natural resources in the Valley will be reflected in 

a pattern of growth that promotes efficiency in resource utilization 

¶ the communityôs image and identity will be promoted by active management and responsible stewardship 

of both the human-built and natural environments  

WATER RESOURCE  

99 Dh![ фΦо {¦wC!/9 ²!¢9w w9{h¦w/9{Υ  LƴǎǳǊŜ ŀ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΩǎ ǿŀπ
ǘŜǊ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŬǘǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ōƻǘƘ ǘƻ ǳǊōŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛπ
ǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ   

th[L/L9{ 

 
99 фΦоΦм ²9¢[!b5{τtw9{9w±!¢Lhb  

Preserve or enhance wetlands which are important 

for flood control, drainage, water quality, aquifer 

recharge, visual or cultural values or habitat 

functions. 

Discussion: 

Wetlands are 

a valuable 

amenity to 

the City, 

providing for 

stormwater 

cleaning and 

storage, 

water quality 

preservation, wildlife habitat, and preservation of 

fisheries resources. Wetlands can also be used as 

educational tools and can be used by schools to teach 

students the interaction of wildlife species in their 

natural habitat. Wetlands are required to be protected 

under State law.  The City has worked collaboratively 

with the State to adopt wetland protection standards 

that protect wetlands while accounting for the urban 

environment of Sequim.  

 

99 фΦоΦн ²9¢[!b5{ς w9!{hb!.[9 ¦{9 hC 

twht9w¢¸ 

Balance the public benefits of preserved wetlands 

with the opportunity of property owners to have rea-

sonable use of their property. 

Discussion:  The standard application of ñstockò crit-

ical area regulations in every situation creates the 

potential to preclude use of property that is largely 

characterized by environmental conditions. Based on 

court cases, if a reasonable use of the property is not 

allowed, a "takings" takes place and compensation is 

due. If some reasonable use such as a single-family 

residence is allowed, a "takings" does not necessarily 

arise. Regulations which provide for a low-impact 

use and prescribe measures to minimize impact on 

the critical area resource provide a good balance be-

tween public interest in protecting natural conditions 

and the property rights of the owner.  

 


